SPRING 2022
NEWSLETTER
Spring at last.
After a long, wet, grey, Pacific Northwest
winter, we hope that you, like us, are
breathing a bit easier with longer days
and flowers starting to pop. Businesses
and community agencies and venues are
reopening, too. We are happy to count the
FriendShop among these organizations as
it is now open two mornings each week
with staffing by pairs of volunteers.
The FriendShop has a wide variety of
gently used books and other items for
sale. The used materials sold through the
FriendShop, at tables in the library lobby,
and at Friends book sales are all part of the
Friends ongoing fundraiser.
Before we joined the Friends Board, we
did not realize the extent to which the
Friends support the library. We both
feel fortunate to work with such a great
group of donors, Friends members, and
volunteers to support the community

We close with a grateful thank you to
all of our members, donors, book donors,
volunteers, library staff and to our
colleagues who also serve on the Friends of
the Library Board. Wishing you joy, hope
and a fantastic Springtime read or movie
this season!
Our very best,
FOL Co-Presidents

Kandy and Megan

anchor that is our library.

(360) 293-1910

friendsoftheanacorteslibrary.org

FriendShop Report

We opened the FriendShop on the weekend of Feb. 4th for a special
sale and decided to try to keep it open two days a week on Monday
and Friday mornings.
Tress Connelly (FOL Secretary) and I called volunteers to ask them if they would like to work in the
shop and we started filling in a schedule to make
that happen. Currently, we are open on those two
days from 10:00 to noon but will probably expand
once we get all the volunteers trained and ready
to take the daily duties.
We have reorganized our shop and opened up
the floor plan. We still have work we’d like to do,
but we have gotten many customer compliments
on the new floor plan. We decided to simplify the
pricing of our books and use a range of prices in
general rather than writing in each book what
the price would be. This makes it easier to shelve
books as they come in so we don’t use volunteer
time to do that function, but it does place an extra
responsibility onto our volunteer cashiers. Some
people have an easier time doing this than others,
but the customers really don’t seem to mind which
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I must say surprised me a little. Our prices are very
reasonable, so that probably explains it.
I wanted to have two people scheduled to volunteer at each shift. I have several reasons for wanting this; one being that this gives them someone
to problem solve with and one that I just think it’s
more fun for people to work with another person.
Our volunteers are the backbone of what we do
here and we should try to make this a pleasant
experience for them as well as for our customers.
Kandy Dubuque
FoL Co-President▪

Ex-library book?
Take another look
Have you walked past those former
library books in the FriendShop?
Have you walked past those ex-library (former
library) books in the FriendShop? They have a bad
reputation in some circles, many with spine labels
and plastic jackets, spine reinforcements, many
miles on the clock and easy online alternatives.
All of these books were well-reviewed, or
requested by patrons, or chosen by library staff
for the collection. These are not the “new” random
odds and ends of publisher overstock or items that
did not sell, found in stores around the holidays.
Next time you are in, take another look at these
bargain-priced titles in the FriendShop. Many
publishers produce “library editions” with sturdier
bindings. These stand up to more years of reading
and re-shelving. Perfect for a classroom collection,
or for donation to a care facility or community
center, or when offered in a bedside collection in
a guest room.
As we put together the newsletter, there is a good
selection of ex-library, Large Type, kids and teen
titles available in the FriendShop, adjacent to the
library lobby. Stop by!
Megan Taylor
FoL Co-President ▪
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News from the Dr. Sylvia
Maxson Children’s Library

It’s been an especially busy time in the Children’s Library, and we are
thrilled!
Visits from babies, toddlers, preschoolers, kids, and their grown-ups is at record levels. Toys are back in
the play space and our young friends are using their imaginations daily to cook, dress-up, build, color,
and more.
The Student Library Cards were distributed in school to kids in early March, and many families came
to the library the same day they received them. We’ve resumed in-person Storytimes, twice a week,
limiting our numbers to keep everyone safe.
Every April we celebrate National Library Week and it seems the perfect opportunity to share some
of the compliments we receive in the Children’s Library. Above are a few.
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This photo shows one of our newest puzzles and
supplies from some of the Take and Make Kits we
distribute each month to kids and teens. We welcome every opportunity to thank the Friends of
the Library, because we rely on your donations for
every program we plan, most of the materials for
our STEAM Kits, and many of the items checked
out every day.
We are busy making plans for Summer Reading
2022. The theme is Oceans of Possibilities and we
look forward to creating opportunities for kids to
discover new books, explore STEAM programs,
and learn something new.

Leslie Wilson
Youth Services Librarian

Help Wanted
The library Friends need your
helping hands to run the FriendShop
used bookstore in the library lobby.
A joyful way to connect with fellow
book lovers, movie and music fans,
and readers. Sales support our library.
Current FriendShop open hours are
10 to noon, each Monday and Friday.
Positions available:
Scheduling coordinator - helps
trained volunteers to sign up
for shifts; sends email schedule
reminders to FriendShop volunteers
before scheduled shifts; works in the
shop on a regular basis to keep up
on new materials, changes in shop
layout, hours, or operation.
FriendShop volunteer - works
regular shifts (monthly, bi-weekly,
weekly, your choice) staffing the
FriendShop after training; greets
customers and thanks them for
coming in; shelves and reshelves
books and media in the shop; handles
cash and check purchases; opens/
closes shop; counts cash.
Contact Kandy Dubuque at
360-770-2389 or
kandydubuque@gmail.com to learn
more or to throw your hat into the
ring.
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Teen Fun at the Library

Spring Break at the library meant our first teen program in-person in
more than two years. Teens of all ages joined staff for games, STEAM
kits, and snacks. Thanks to the Friends of the Library, we assured
them we will continue to host events throughout the year, providing
opportunities for fun, stress relief, volunteering, and more.
Diana Farnsworth, Librarian ▪
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Treasurer’s Report:
April 2022

I’m pleased to report that Friends of the Library
continues to be in good financial shape, thanks to
our many generous donors. You, our supporters
and donors, make it possible for the Friends to
continue helping the Anacortes Public Library
purchase books for children, teens and adults,
along with supplies for educational STEM and
STEAM kits and other programs.
Like the rest of the community, FoL Board members and volunteers are excited to be able to begin
the post-COVID process of resuming “normal”
public lives. We’ve begun reopening the renovated and reorganized FriendShop book store
which, pre-COVID, had been the foundation of

our fundraising efforts. We’re recontacting former
volunteers for the bookstore and are eager to find
new volunteers so we can be open longer hours
and more days.
If you’re interested in meeting new friends, giving
back to the community, or helping the library raise
funds for its work, please consider volunteering
at our FriendShop. You can do so by contacting
either of our co-Presidents Kandy Dubuque (at
360-770-2389) or Megan Taylor (at 206-330-4916).
Thank you for your support and here’s to a safe
and healthy 2022.
Hal Rooks, FoL Treasurer ▪
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Join or renew your membership!
Gifts to the Friends support library collections and programming to build literacy in our community.
Yearly Membership Levels:


$10 Individual



$20 Household

NAME(S):
ADDRESS:
CITY:

Additional donation amount $
Members receive a quarterly newsletter with
news about activities and library happenings
and are welcome at monthly Friends of the
Library meetings.

I am interested in volunteering!
 Board Service
 Staffing the FriendShop
 Committee/Project Work

STATE:

ZIP:

EMAIL:
PHONE:

 I am opting out of communications from the Friends.
Mail to:
Friends of the Anacortes Public Library
P.O. Box 465, Anacortes, WA 98221
The Friends of the Anacortes Public Library is a 501(c)3 charitable organization.

Save the Date
The Friends will be having an Overstock Summer Sale on
Saturday, June 18th.
Watch our Facebook page and look for flyers in the library
next month for all the details!

(360) 293-1910

friendsoftheanacortespl@gmail.com
library.cityofanacortes.org
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P.O. Box 465
1220 10 th St, Anacortes, WA 98221

