History of Poetry in Anacortes
Overview
As with most small towns in America, poetry was a hobby for many and a
career for few-to-none. Schools, clubs and newspapers published works of
community pride and evocative beauty in Anacortes leading up to and
through the 20th century. Charley Gant was the luminary of poets in early
Anacortes. At the other end of the century, Robert Sund resided at his poet’s
house here until his death in 2001.
Timeline
Time Immemorial: Songs of the Samish and Swinomish people, some of
which have been recorded in recent decades by tribal members.
1882: The Northwest Enterprise publishes its first newspaper on March 25,
which includes a poem on the front page titled “Theology in the Quarters.”
1890s: Chester Blackinton’s poem, “The Clear Bell, An Ode to Miss Claribel
Rathbone, Our Dear Teacher” was written and read on Guemes Island, and
later published in the book Skagit School Ma’am decades later.
1904: Charlie Gant serves as editor of the Anacortes American in 1904, and
later published other newspapers, books, magazines and poems: The
Tillikum, The Guemes Beachcomber, The Pruning Knife, Songs of the Sea
and among many other poems, one titled “Anacortes, Washington”
http://www.linetime.org/pages/3941/Guemes-Gleanings/
1908: Fair Anacortes
1910: First edition of the Anacortes High School yearbook, Rhododendron, is
published, including seven poems. Among them Results of Overstudy by
Sarah Dorcey.
1914: Anacortes, Pearl of the Western Sea, by Ed L. Carlson, is published on
the cover of the Anacortes American
1919: “Fair Anacortes” by W.M. Totten (different poem, same title)
1920s: “Anacortes” by E.A. Blakesley
1920: Second edition of the Anacortes High School yearbook,
Rhododendron, is published, including 17 poems. Among them Sunset by
Patience Collins. The Rhododendron became an annual publication from this
year forward to the present year. In the early 1920s more than a dozen
poems were printed in each edition, on average.

1921: Mrs. W.A. Lowman – Research Club Rhymes
19??: “It’s Spring in Anacortes” by Elsie Ray
1930: "Anacortes Book of Verses" 1930 by Anacortes High School students;
sponsored by the Anacortes Rotary Club. Contains 34 poems: "Heave Ho!"
by Loren Torpey; "Night" by Frances Dorcy; "Content With Duty" by Eldora
Prawitz; "Summer Sea" by Evelyn Lundberg; "The Wind" by Charles Kidder;
"Sunrise on Puget Sound", by Winnifred Green; "Amos ’n’ Andy" by Betty
Lowman; "Mount Erie", by Marguerite Miller; "Is the World Round?" by
Evelyn MacKenzie; "A Sea Gull", by Robert Palmer; "The Crocus" by
Margaret Olson; "My Puppy’s Bark", by Barbara Sackett; "The Watchman" by
Gwen Anderson; "Only a Shamrock" by Frances Dorcy; "Our Swimmin’ Hole"
by Don Lary; "Wishing" by Verna Woods; "Life" by Wilma Bowser; "Piano
Thoughts" by Margaret Burns; "Homesick" by Mary Wollertz; "A Voice" by
Catherine Mueller; "A Sail Boat" by Cora Strom; "At Camp" by Roland
Blakesley; "Washington" by Bill Cartwright; "Lincoln" by Barbara Sackett;
"My Billy Goat" by Olan Brantly; "Ignorance Is Bliss" by Gene LeMaister;
"Anacortes" by Alice Stankus; "The City Hall" by Elsie Schmandt; "Coming of
Spring" by Dan Miles; "Rats" by Alice Soule; "The Approach" by Ruby Bettys;
"Alaska" by Yukona Moyer; "Lindbergh" by Ellwyn Dazelle; "Day" by Beth
England"; "The Sunset" Grace Hughes; "My World" and "The Grand Canyon"
by Dorothy Driftmeir; "The Little Journey" by Evelyn Lundberg;"A Foggy
Night" by Ruth Bockman; and "Biographical Notes" by Alfred Thibbert.
1931: Death of Horace Judson Taylor, pioneer missionary, who published a
collection of his poetry, “Verses.”
1930s: Poems written by Ralph Handy during the Great Depression,
published for family decades later.
1930s: Poems written by Hallie Werner beginning in the 1930s, published for
family decades later.
1934: Ann Marinakos has poem in national Presbyterian publication
1940s: Gwen Anderson Beard returns to her alma mater to teach English
and Chorus at Anacortes High School. Former students credit her with
planting in them an appreciation of poetry.
1960s: Thelma Jorgenson Palmer returns to her alma mater to teach English
and eventually Poetry at Anacortes High School. She was advisor to and
founder of the student poetry annual: Chrysalis. Thelma has published
several collections of poems, including The Sacred Round and High White
Moon, as well as collaborative broadsides with artist Phillip McCracken.

1960s: Ballad titled ”D___N ANACORTES” by William Devere. This is copied
from the only known copy of the ballad which is in the archives of the
Washington State Historical Society. It was presented to Mr. Reno Odlin,
President of the Society, who as a boy, lived for several years in Anacortes.
Date unknown, but Mr. Odlin was president of the society in the 1960s.
1960s: Anne McCracken joins the staff of Anacortes High School, sharing her
inspiring focus on art and literature with students; she would later be one of
the founders of the Skagit River Poetry Festival.
1970s: Phyllis Luvera Ennes returns to Anacortes to work in the Anacortes
School District as a librarian and as a cultural endowment coordinator,
bringing artists and poets for residencies as educators in local schools.
1974: First edition of Chrysalis, the Anacortes High School poetry magazine.
Chrysalis endured through at least 1989. The Anacortes Museum has the
1975 edition in its collection.
1977: Samuel Green’s (AHS 1966) first book of poetry, Gillnets, is published
by Cold Mountain Press. See a list of Sam’s books below.
1978: Book 1978, "Verses and Jingles" by Elizabeth Trafton
1978: The Co-op Press, Anacortes is established in the basement of the
Anacortes Public Library by printer Clifford Burke and poets Paul Hanson,
Peter Heffelfinger and Bob Rose, with the support of librarian Doug Everhart.
The Co-op Press would go on to print numerous poetry broadsides into the
1980s. Co-op Press participants also organized a Skagit Voices poetry series,
with readings in Anacortes and La Conner. (and elsewhere?)
1980: Living on Islands, a book of poetry by Bob Rose, was published by
The Co-op Press, Anacortes
1981: Skagit Rain, a book of poetry by Peter Heffelfinger, was published by
The Co-op Press, Anacortes
1984: Sam Green (AHS 1966) edits From the Lucky Man’s House: Poems
from the Anacortes Schools, published in 1984 as the culmination of an
Artist in Residence program.
1988: This Morning: Poetry from the Anacortes School District, Edited by
Michael Daley
1990s: Robert Sund resides here: “He found a tiny cottage in the middle of
the Flounder Bay Boatyard, and kind landlords in Bob and Erica Pickett.
Here, over the remaining years of his life, he created another charming

retreat. The gardens held a surprise in every corner—an interesting rock and
shell grouping here, a perfectly placed, carefully selected stone there, with
lovely board fences, a beautiful gate, and pampered flowers and plants
everywhere. Here, he wrote the Garden Poems, which will be republished in
the near future as broadsides by the “Poet’s House Press.” - Arthur Greeno
1995: Jim Bertolino’s Snail River: Poems 1985-1993 is published in the
Quarterly Review of Literature Award Series, 1995
1998: Skagit River Poetry Project & Festival: “The Skagit River Poetry
Project began years ago so that our area students could learn from working,
real life poet professionals. Students at the heart has always been our main
focus and the Festival was the natural extension. Since 1998 when education
leaders convinced community leaders to support the idea of a Skagit River
Poetry Project, thousands of area kids have been touched by poets. Poetry
has become something that is alive and relevant to our rural students and
audiences.” - http://www.skagitriverpoetry.org/
2001: No Sweeter Fat published by former Anacortes resident Nancy Pagh:
“Nancy Pagh is a poet, performer, and educator living in Bellingham,
WA. She has authored two award-winning collections of poetry (No Sweeter
Fat and After) and one book of nonfiction (At Home Afloat). She teaches in
the Department of English at Western Washington University and is currently
drafting a creative writing textbook called Write Moves: A Guide for Creative
Writers for Broadview Press.” - http://nancypagh.com/
http://www.rattle.com/poetry/spring-salmon-at-night-by-nancy-pagh-2/
2001: "Solace" is a compilation of poems, art, and short stories created by
Anacortes High School students in Spring 2001. It was edited by Nick "Tex"
Strizic and dedicated to Peggy Urstad. Contributors were Paul Daughtry, J.A.
Bartelli, Kevin Miller, Sutherland Stattz, Zane Mehl, Adam Mikkelborg, Nick
Tex Strizic, Garrett Lewis, Sam Winston, Riley Market, Hannah Nolan, Nick
Miller, Chase Bacitich, Shawnee Stroud, Mary Nystrom, Kate Robison, Jesse
James O’Clock, Jason Howard, and Amber Johnson.
2007: Anacortes raised poet and publisher Sam Green in named the first
Poet Laureate of the State of Washington.
2008 Washington State Book Award for Poetry (for The Necessity of Grace)
is awarded to Samuel Green.
2012: Gary Keister publishes Along the Corkline, a collection of stories,
poems and recipes focusing on his family’s experience in Anacortes and
Alaskan fisheries.

2015: Anacortes High School student Alex Hanesworth took home a firstplace award at the state level of the Poetry Out Loud contest. She went on
to compete at the national level in April. Hanesworth later organized a local
poetry event at the Anacortes Music Channel, which is also seeking poetry
recordings to air on its new radio station.
2015: Lois Bertolino poetry collection, Chewing the Past, is published.

Samuel Green Books and Awards
Gillnets (Cold Mountain Press, 1978).
Wind: Four Letters to Melinda Mueller (Breakwater Press, 1980).
Hands Learning to Work (Brooding Heron Press, 1984).
Vertebrae: Poems (Grey Spider Press, 1989).
Keeping Faith (Grey Spider Press, 1990).
Communion: Poems (Grey Spider Press, 1992).
Vertebrae: Poems 1972-1994 (Eastern Washington University Press, 1994).
Working in the Dark (Grey Spider Press, 1998).
The Only Time We Have: New Poems (Grey Spider Press, 2002).
The Grace of Necessity (Carnegie-Mellon University Press, 2008).
First Up: Brainstorming for Poetry (Chuckanut Editions, 2012).

Washington State Poet Laureate 2007- 2009.
Stanley W. Lindberg Editor's Award, Pacific Lutheran University, 2008
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year Award, Highline Community College,
2008.
2008 Washington State Book Award for Poetry (for The Necessity of Grace).
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship for Poetry, 2009.

Selected Poems of Anacortes

"D__N ANACORTES"
Down the Street of a western town,
Beneath the beetling brow of a mountain brown,
Elbowing his way 'mong the bustling throng,
That surged and swayed and jostled along
Came a miner, old and bronzed and gray.
He noticed none as he passed on his way,
But beneath his breath you could hear him say,
"D__N Anacortes"
The "con" man grasped his horny hand
and prated of friends in a far off land.
He told him of Swiggins, his brother-in-law,
And every friend that he ever saw;
But the miner looked in the distant drear,
As if he were drawing a spectre near,
And only these words could the listener hear:
"D__N Anacortes"
The dance house girl said, "Won't you come in
And tackle a drop of imported (?) Gin,
And shake a hoof on the "hurdy" floor,
then go to the bar and settle for more?
We will drink together and love is our toast."
With a scornful leer he declined the "Roast",
And he dusted away from the maiden fair,
While back from his track rant out on the air:
"D__N Anacortes"
The real estate man, hearty and gruff,
Extended his hand and unloaded old Guff;
He told of a country that made people rich
On a gopher hole or a swampy ditch.
But the miner was versed in Los Angeles lore
And San Diego, he'd been there before.
Down at Walla Walla he'd sold a farm,
And at Puyallup a horse and barn;
He'd sold a mine in the Cour d'Alene,
And a herd of cattle from off the plain.
All that he had, every inch of ground,
And he'd joined the stampede down to Puget Sound;
He'd dumped it all in, made a "sucker's" play,
They told him the railroad would come that way.
He'd live on balogna, his hair turned gray,
And now he's a tramp and does nothing but say:
"D__N Anacortes"
Ballad titled ”D___N ANACORTES” by William Devere. Date unknown. This is copied from the only
known copy of the ballad which is in the archives of the Washington State Historical Society. It was
presented to Mr. Reno Odlin, President of the Society, who as a boy, lived for several years in
Anacortes.

“One of the things I’ve tried to get across to students this year is that our
lives – our daily lives – are full of poetry. For “poetry” read “harmonies.” Say
“meaningful connections.” But it’s often – most often – to see those
harmonies, to make those connections. All of us, I believe, are thirsty
people. At the same time I think this is true: We all live in potentially lucky
houses. Our experiences are unique to us. Part of our thirst can be slaked by
recognizing this and fitting the puzzle of it together. Making sense out of
apparently disparate elements. The poem, its working out, the finding of it
on the page, can accomplish this. But what makes our lucky houses even
luckier, I think, is the act of sharing, letting the raven wings of our hearts
carry the poetry of our lives to others, even as we stand listening for that
distinctive flap ourselves.”
-- Samuel Green, Poet in Residence & Editor
From the Lucky Man’s House:
Poems from the Anacortes Schools, 1984

Poem by Ralph Handy

